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TOURISM IN THE BAHAMAS 
• 1.7 BILLION DOLLARS PER YEAR 
• PRIMARILY NORTH AMERICAN MARKET (US AND CANADA) 
• 4.3 MILLION VISITORS, MOST ON CRUISE SHIPS  which leave their 
solid waste in The Bahamas (for a fee). 
• IT IS ALL ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT! 
 
THE BAHAMAS IS HOT 
AND DRY 
• Rainfall is highly 
variable from year to 
year, pronounced wet 
and dry seasons 
• Water is a major issue 
for tourism 
development 
• Native plants grow 
very slowly and are 
resistant to drought 
Karst geology – soft rocks take pollutants to the sea 
Nitrogen, Phosphorus 
and Organic material 
NO DEVELOPMENT ON AN ISLAND = NUTRIENT AND WATER 
CYCLES ARE HIGHLY SEASONAL AND VARIABLE FROM YEAR TO 
YEAR 
EVAPORATION
/ RAINFALL 
Groceries 
Groceries 
Groceries 
Groceries 
Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus and 
Organic material 
INCREASED HUMAN POPUILATIONS  MEANS INCREASED 
NUTRIENTS AND WATER and DECREASE THE VEGETATION COVER 
ON THE ISLANDS.   
MORE NUTRIENTS AND SEDIMENTS INTO THE OCEANS  
 
RO WATER 
EVAPORATION/ 
RAINFALL 
  
  
TRASH ON THE 
COAST MEANS LESS 
FISH IN THE COASTAL 
OCEANS 
MEGA RESORTS ON ISLANDS ARE THE ECONOMIC 
“ANCHORS” OF THE ISLAND. 
FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT FOR TOURIST 
DEVELOPMENT IS THE PRIMARY DRIVER OF GDP 
GROWTH 
CASE STUDY OF 
SANDALS EMERALD 
BAY, GREAT EXUMA 
Sandals Emerald Bay has a corporate  
commitment  to EARTHCHECK certification 








 Parmalat Milk Box 
Refill Juice Container 
Sterno 
Coffee Bag 
Wine Glass 
Plastic Yogurt Container 
Plastic Cream Package 
Plastic Yogurt Container 
Juice Tin 
Vegetables 
Food Waste 
Plastic Water Bottle 
Plastic Straw 
Plastic 



• COST PER TONNE FOR UNSORTED 
TRASH HAULING =  $63 
• COST PER TONNE TO COMPOST = 
$710 
 



  
Highlights 
• Benchmarking of solid waste for a destination resort on the island of 
Exuma Bahamas accounted for 36% of all waste generated in 2013 
• Most of the solid waste from the destination resort was compostable, but 
the amount varied from 19 to 63% of collected solid waste over time.  
• Pilot recycling of food and cooking oil waste showed immediate reduction 
in solid waste, but was costly and labor-intensive to maintain. 
 
 

COMPOSTING FOOD WASTE WAS WELL 
RECEIVED AND SUPPORTED BY BAHAMIANS 
BUT  EXPENSIVE FOR SANDALS TO SUSTAIN. 
 
NEW INITIATIVES WILL FOCUS ON LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES AND SMALL RESORTS. 
THANKS TO MR. JARRELL SMITH and 
EXUMA WASTE MANAGEMENT 
